Parts of Speech

The following terms may be used in the book, and a brief explanation for each is given as follows:
ABBR - abbreviation

ADJ-F - noun, verb, etc. acting prenominally (incl. rentaikei). These are nouns or verbs that can be placed directly in
front of a noun to act as an adjective.

ADJ-1 - W -adjectives. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE

Casual Polite Casual Polite
Non-past REN RNENTY R ELGN R ELBZOWTT
okii okii desu okiku nai okiku nai desu
Past RNENST= RNENSETY RELN»-T= RNELENSETT
okikatta okikatta desu okiku nakatta okiku nakatta desu
Te-form ? (T N/A N/A N/A
okikute

ADJ-NA - 7% -adjectives. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

Casual Polite Casual Polite
Non-past WAHANA WAWATT WAWA [Le /Tl WAWA [Ux/ Tlt]
iroiro iroiro desu VA HUFEA
iroiro [ja/de wa] nai iroiro [ja/de wa] arimasen
WwWAHNA [Le/ Tli]
TWTY
iroiro [ja/de wa] nai desu
Past WAWAESE | WAWATLE | WAWA[ LY/ TlE] WAWA[ LY/ TlE]
iroiro datta iroiro deshita ANy HUEEATL=
iroiro [ja/de wa] nakatta iroiro [ja/de wa] arimsen deshita
WAHWA [ L%/ Tld]
BN ->=TY
iroiro [ja/de wa] nakatta desu
Te-form WAWAT N/A N/A N/A
iroiro de

ADJ-NO - nouns that often, but not always, use the @ particle to modify other nouns.

ADJ-PN - pre-noun adjectives. Basically, this is an adjective that has to go before a noun.

Apv - adverbs. These can modify verbs, adjectives, as well as other adverbs.

ADv-To - adverbs that use the particle ¥ .




AUX-v - auxiliary verbs

CTR - counters

coL - colloquialism

cony - conjunctions. They link up sentences.

EXP - expression (phrases, clauses, etc.)

HoN - honorific or respectful language (sonkeigo) used to refer to people outside of your in-group

Hum - humble language (kenjégo). This is language used to talk about yourself or your in-group when speaking to
people in your out-group. For example, this could include special words to refer to your family members
when talking to other people.

INT - interjections

N - nouns

N-Apv - adverbial nouns. These are nouns that can also be used as adverbs. Most temporal nouns (see n-t) are
adverbial nouns too.

N-PREF — noun prefixes. These are nouns that can act as prefixes to the beginning of other nouns.

N-sUF - noun suffixes. These are special nouns that can act as suffixes to the end of other nouns. Typically, these
can be used to make something plural or talk about approximate amounts.

N-T - temporal nouns, a type of special nouns related to time that can be used as nouns or adverbs:

SHO  PWEIT TEET
Kyo no kaigi ni ikimasu.
I'm going to today’s meeting.

4B PWEID T3ET
Kyo kaigi ni ikimasu.
I'm going to the meeting today.

NUM - number

poL - polite language (teineigo). Polite language can usually be used in business situations and with people you
have just met and are not so close to.

PREF - prefixes

SEns - terms that need some sensitivity with its usage. These words might sound rude or be too polite in some
situations.

SuF - suffixes

uk - words that are usually written in kana alone. Typically, the kanji for these words are too difficult or are no
longer in normal use, so these words are written in kana. A common example is ramen. You will normally
see it in katakana - & — A > ramen , but it can be written as $iL%@ . However, the first kanji is not in common
use and was used long ago just for the sound. It actually has the meaning of “Latin; kidnap; crush,” which
obviously has nothing to do with ramen.



vl - Group 2 verbs. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE
Casual Polite Casual Polite
7= 7= 1= 1=
Non-past B3 BNFT AR BRFHA
taberu tabemasu tabenai tabemasen
7= 1= 7= 7=
Past BN BRFL- BN BRFHATL-
tabeta tabemashita tabenakatta tabemasen deshita
1= 1= = 7=
Te-form BT BRFLTH BRI NT BNFHATT
tabete tabemashite tabenaide tabemasende
7=
BRILLT
tabenakute

*Rarely used

v58 - Group 1 verbs with the 3% bu ending. Refer to the following chart for conjugations:

Casual Polite Casual Polite
Non-past r3 rUEY YiXme YUEHA
tobu tobimasu tobanai tobimasen
Past YA YUFELE xiInn-i- YUFRATL
tonda tobimashita tobanakatta tobimasen deshita
Te-form YAT YUFLT vIXdT YUFHAT
tonde tobimashite tobanakute tobimasende
X7 nWT
tobanaide

*Rarely used

v56 - Group 1 verbs with the < gu ending. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

Casual Polite Casual Polite
Non-past BLS BLEXT BIDN BLEIEA

oyogu oyogimasu oyoganai oyogimasen
Past BLurz BXEEy BLELGD o= BIIXIEATLE

oyoida oyogimasu oyoginakatta oyogimasen deshita
Te-form LT BLxEFLTY BINLKT BLXFHATT

oyoide oyogimashite oyoganakute oyogimasende

BINLNT
oyoganaide

*Rarely used




v5k - Group 1 verbs with the < ku ending. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE
Casual Polite Casual Polite
» n »n »
Non-past £/ E RS E-F VAN EXFEA
kaku kakimasu kakanai kakimasen
»n mn ”n »n
Past Z /= ExFL/- ENLNoi- EXFEATL
kaita kakimashita kakanakatta kakimasen deshita
”n »n ”n »n
Te-form 20T ZxFLTH ENNT EXFHATY
kaite kakimashite kakanaide kakimasende
7}\
ZHMHLT
kakanakute

*Rarely used

vbm - Groups 1 verbs with the £» mu ending. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE
Casual Polite Casual Polite
‘I ‘I ‘J: ‘,t
Non-past Bty ALY BN AHAIEA
yo yomu yomimasu yomanai yomimasen
iy iy £ £
Past AT AHFLT HELN T FAHFIHATLE
yonda yomimashita yomanakatta yomimasen deshita
£ £ iy £
Te-form AT mAHELTH T EUCT FAITHATT
yonde yomimashite yomanakute yomimasende
£
FELNT
yomanaide

*Rarely used

VBN - Groups 1 verbs with the ¥2 nu ending. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

Casual Polite Casual Polite
Non-past L& LicE+d LN LICEEA
shinu shinimasu shinanai shinimasen
Past LA LIZEL= LB ->T-= LICEHATL
shinda shinimashita shinanakatta shinimasen deshita
Te-form LAT LicxLce® LT LIZCEHAT®
shinde shinimashite shinanakute shinimasende
LILINWT
shinanaide

*Rarely used




VbR - Groups 1 verbs with the % ru ending. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

Casual Polite Casual Polite
L L L L
Non-past % % Fa ) E7 Fa 5750 Fa ) FHA
shiru shirimasu shiranai shirimasen
L L L L
Past %o 57= o )FEL= bo L) 5T o ) FHATL=
shitta shirimashita shiranakatta shirimasen deshita
L L L L
Te-form o0 5T o FLTCH Ju 573(TC Jo ) FHAT™
shitte shirimashite shiranakute shirimasende
L
Fa 575WT
shiranaide

*Rarely used

vbR-1 - Irregular Group 1 verbs with the * % ’ ru ending. There is only one of these verbs at the N5 level, % % aru.
Refer to the following chart for its conjugations:

Casual Polite Casual Polite
Non-past H5 HUET A HUEEA
aru arimasu nai arimasen
Past Ho1- HUFL= ALY HUFHATL
atta arimashita nakatta arimasen deshita
Te-form H->T HUFLTH TNT HYFRATH
atte arimashite naide arimasende

*Rarely used

v5s - Group 1 verbs with the 3~ su ending. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

Casual Polite Casual Polite
7 7 I 7
Non-past B BLET H X700 HLFEEA
dasu dashimasu dasanai dashimasen
7 7 7 7
Past H L= HLFELE H X FLFHATLE
dashita dashimashita dasanakatta dashimasen deshita
= = 7= 7=
Te-form H LT BLFELTH H XL T B LFHATH
dashite dashimashite dasanakute dashimasende
=
B XNWT
dasanaide

*Rarely used




V5T - Group 1 verbs with the = tsu ending. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE

Casual Polite Casual Polite
7= 7= 1= 1=
Non-past pAs) AbET Ry LAY AZLIEHA
tatsu tachimasu tatanai tachimasen
7= 7= 7= 1=
Past DAY 2bHFLI- ATy IHLFHATL
tatta tachimashita tatanakatta tachimasen deshita
7= 1= 7= 1=
Te-form HASNE xbHFLTH L7270 T T HFRATT
tatte tachimashite tatanakute tachimasende
7=
SLTEIWT
tatanaide

*Rarely used

v5u - Group 1 verbs with the 9 uending. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE

Casual Polite Casual Polite
» » » »
Non-past 29 SWnET Sbn SWERA
au aimasu awanai aimasen
» & » »
Past oo SNnFLT SN SNWFHATLE
atta aimashita awanakatta aimasen deshita
» » % » » %
Te-form & 5T SnFLT S HILNT SWEHAT
atte aimashite awanaide aimasende
»
Sbh{T
awanakute

*Rarely used

vi - intransitive verbs. These are verbs that don’t take an object. In Japanese, there are a lot of verbs that can only
be used as transitive or intransitive. For example, in English we can say the following:

The door opened. (by itself)
I opened the door.

In both sentences, we use the same verb - ‘to open.” However, in Japanese we have two different verbs:

&< aku - to open (intransitive)

K7H Sl
Doa ga akimashita.
The door opened.

#1715 akeru - to open (transitive)

b=l 7% HiTFEL/,
Watashi wa doa o akemashita.
1 opened the door.



VK - irregular kuru verb. Refer to the following chart for their conjugations:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE

Casual Polite Casual Polite
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
Non-past %5 R ET PR R EHA
kuru kimasu konai kimasen
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
Past k7= RFLE R >T= R FHATL
kita kimashita konakatta kimasen deshita
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
Te-form *T kFLTH k(T R FHATH
kite kimashite konakute kimasende
¢
R LNT
konaide

*Rarely used
vs - nouns or participles which take the auxiliary verb suru

vs-I, vs-s — irregular suru verbs, or an expression that uses the irregular suru verb (vs-1). Refer to the following
chart for their conjugations:

AFFIRMATIVE NEGATIVE

Casual Polite Casual Polite
Non-past T35 LI L7 LEXEA
suru shimasu shinai shimasen
Past L7= LELE LD —T- LEHATLE
shita shimashita shinakatta shimasen deshita
Te-form LT LFELT™ LT LIRAT™
shite shimashite shinakute shimasende
LILNWT
shinaide

*Rarely used

vT — transitive verbs. These are verbs that take an object. In Japanese, there are a lot of verbs that can only be
used as transitive or intransitive. For example, in English we can say the following:

The door opened. (by itself)
I opened the door.
In both sentences, we use the same verb - ‘to open’. However, in Japanese we have two different verbs:

< aku - to open (intransitive)

K72 HEFEL T
doa ga akimashita.
The door opened.

#1715 akeru - to open (transitive)
brLIEE 7% HIFELT
Watashi wa doa o akemashita.

1 opened the door.



Note that the object of the sentence is either explicitly stated or implicitly implied. For instance, you can drop

the object if it is understood:

Enn K7Z HIFELED,
Dare ga doa o akemashita ka?
Who opened the door?

LY HIFELEL
Watashi ga akemashita yo.
1 opened the door.



